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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



MAY, 1845. 



MODES OF PROMOTING THE CAUSE OF PEACE. 

The friends of peace, aiming' merely to abolish the custom of international 
war, have from the first restricted themselves to this single object, and ex- 
pended their efforts in promoting such an application of the gospel as would 
bring public opinion into coincidence with its pacific principles, put waT 
under the ban of the whole civilized, Christian world, and constrain rulers to 
employ better means than the sword for the adjustment of all their difficul- 
ties. The gospel is our grand instrument ; but it can act on this subject 
only through a regenerated public sentiment. 

For the formation of such a sentiment, we have always resorted, as far as 
we could, to the ordinary channels of communication with the public — the 
press, the pulpit, and the school. Our own resources have never been, 
sufficient for a scale of operations at all adequate to the exigencies of the 
case, scarce a tenth part of what would have been requisite ; but, had our 
funds been ever so large, we should have much preferred, if possible, to 
address the community through their own organs. With these they are 
familiar ; they have long been accustomed to receive truth from these 
sources ; and through these have we thus far sent most of our appeals and 
influences. Nor do we find any reason to doubt the wisdom of such a 
policy ; for our cause, though slower for a time in this way, and less likely 
to gain much credit even for its own progress, advances more steadily, with 
far less friction, and with surer prospects of complete triumph in the end. 
It is taking things by their smoothest handle ; it is stealing a march upon 
men's prejudices, and making them gradually, almost unconsciously, correct 
their own errors. Thus, with little conflict or suspicion, we pervade the 
whole community with more or less of our views, and silently strike deep 
and wide the roots of a public opinion that will henceforth keep the sword 
in its scabbard, and eventually put an end to the entire war-system. 

Let us briefly state the course we have pursued. We went first to min- 
isters of the gospel for their sanction ; and ecclesiastical bodies, representing 
all the leading denominations of Christians in the land, readily passed re- 
solves decidedly favorable to our cause. We asked them to preach on 
peace as apart of the gospel; and from more than one thousand we got their 
promise to do so, and might have procured the same from five times as many 
more.- We next went to the churches, with the request, that they would aid 
our cause by resolves, contributions, and an annual concert of prayer for 
universal peace ; and from many, though from a number far too small, we 
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have obtained a favorable response. We called on teachers in all our sem- 
inaries of learning to weave the principles of peace into their instructions, 
and thus make the next a generation of peace-makers. But the press has 
ever been our chief engine ; and from the first have we employed it to 
scatter tracts, and periodicals, and popular volumes as widely as our means 
would allow. 

Still more special use have we made of the periodical press, and diffused 
more information through its columns than in any other way. The late 
William Ladd began his illustrious labors in this cause by writing for a 
religious newspaper ; and from that time to the day of his death, scarce a 
month or week passed without something from his pen in one or more of 
our religious papers. Another friend of the cause, zealous in its service for 
the last ten or twelve years, has perhaps written for the newspapers even 
more than Mr. Ladd himself ever did. For years he published more or less 
almost every week ; and in some cases he sent his articles to forty or fifty 
newspapers, and thu3 reached at once hundreds of thousands of minds all 
over the country. 

The fruit of these and kindred efforts, we are now beginning to see in the 
disposition of periodical papers to publish of their own accord on peace. 
There is obviously a growing demand for such information ; and editors are 
at length inditing articles of their own on the subject, and publishing still 
more from their correspondents. We thank them for such spontaneous 
co-operation. It is just what we want ; nor do we despair of yet seeing 
.nearly all our newspapers, secular as well as religious, take hold of this 
great theme in earnest, and pour a flood of light upon it into every nook and 
corner of our land. A distinguished friend of ours in the interior of New 
York suggested, several years ago, a plan for enlisting all our papers in 
this cause ; his suggestions were urged upon us anew last year ; and we 
hope, by the aid of friends like these, and by the general co-operation of 
editors, to bring this great and interesting theme before the whole nation in 
the most effective way. Let the people once learn the truth on this sub- 
ject, and their fiat would soon go forth that there should be no more war. 

NEW TRACTS. 

Our readers already know, that we are stereotyping a series of more than 
fifty tracts just as fast as we can procure the means. Nearly forty are now 
stereotyped, and some half-dozen more in readiness for the press. We 
acknowledge, with much pleasure, donations for this service from Rev. Dr. 
Malcom, W. B. Reynolds, Esq., Hon. Jonathan Phillips, and J. E. 
Worcester, Esq.; but our friends ought to know, that we have not yet 
received one quarter of the sum requisite to stereotype the whole volume. 
It will probably be far more useful than even the splendid volume of Prize 
Essays upon which the gifted, lamented Ladd spent nearly two years, and 
more than a thousand dollars. 

In our next number, we hope to give some account of these tracts. They 
are from the ablest pens, cover a very wide circle of topics connected with our 
cause, and will richly deserve a place in every important library through 
the land. 



